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Islamophobia in the French medias : a morbid obsession 
 

by Naïma Lefkir-Laffitte 

Islam is the second religion in France after Catholicism, Arabic is the second most 
spoken language in France after French.  

However, an Islamophobic and Arabophobic offensive is being carried out with 
the active participation of the mainstream press: "Islam is not compatible with the 
Republic," "Islam is totalitarian,". Its ultimate goal is to establish Sharia law on a 
global scale. 

Some covers of popular magazines: "The new challenge of Islam" (L'Express), 
"The Islamist specter" (Le Point), "How Islam will change France and Europe" 
(Valeurs actuelles), "The clash between Jesus and Mohammed" (Le Point), "The 
hunt for Christians" (Valeurs actuelles).  

Eric Zemmour, a journalist at Le Figaro and a columnist on the Cnews TV 
channel, and now leader of the far-right Reconquête party, which expresses a 
connection with the Reconquista which drove the Muslims from medieval Spain, 
dares to use the phrase of the 19th-century philosopher Ernest Renan: "Islam is 
the worst chain that has been placed at the feet of humanity." 

With the Iranian Revolution, Islam, already seen as violent and obscurantist, 
necessarily became political and degrading to women.  

In 1983, the press relayed the specious statements of the socialist government, 
which attributed the strikes at Renault factories to "fundamentalist and Shiite 
leaders."  

In 1989, two teenage girls refused to remove their foulards at school; this was the 
so-called "Islamic veil" affair, which led to a law banning it in 2004. This resulted 
in 2021 in the anti-separatism law controlling and limiting the activity of Muslim 
religious, cultural, sporting and educational associations, law now reinforced by 
special administrative provisions against so-called Islamic entryism.  
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Breaking with the ethics of journalism, with ready-made arguments, the main 
media are engaged in daily Islamophobic harassment in packs, setting themselves 
up as a veritable tribunal against Islam and Muslims. 

A mechanism serving a well-oiled disinformation strategy. Islamophobic, openly 
racist, and supremacist rhetoric is becoming commonplace, amplified since the 
Gaza war : Solidarity with the Palestinians is denounced as "Islamist terrorist" and 
"anti-Semitic."  

The media uses a few supposed opinion leaders presented as "knowledgeable" 
from the inside: they are Arabs and Muslims, who lived through the Algerian 
tragedy of the 90s. 

Mohamed Sifaoui: "Every Muslim is a potential Islamist".  

Kamel Daoud: "an Islamist is an impatient Muslim".  

Boualem Sensal, now in prison in Algeria, highlights the naivety and ignorance 
of politicians and journalists regarding Islam, which is more dangerous than we 
imagine : it is a "hydra", a "cancer", etc. 

The gold medal goes to Hassen Chalghoumi, a self-appointed uneducated imam, 
shamed and laughed at by Muslims, who complains of hearing Allahou Akbar in 
his mosque, to an audience who is led to believe that it is a war cry! 

On the women's side, human rights activist Fadila Maroufi: "Islamism has 
declared war on us! Women are becoming radicalized!" Lawyer Fatimi Lara 
warns: "The Islamist conquest over the past 40 years has been taking root in every 
aspect of our society." The media denounces the infiltration of young Muslim 
executives: the mere presence of a Muslim is suspected of serving a "Salafist" 
agenda. 

Zineb el-Rhazaoui, cartoonist, survivor of the massacre at the Charlie Hebdo 
editorial office in 2015, following the publication of caricatures of the Prophet 
Mohammed: erected as an anti-Islamist icon, she was chased from the media when 
she dared to say: "Hamas is a resistance movement"! 
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Let's now see the case of the comedian Marwane Belazar. Hired by a public 
channel as a columnist, his physical appearance displeases a former minister: long 
beard, small hat, long and loose sweater, are perceived as “signs of Salafist attire”. 
He is fired that same evening on the orders of the Minister of Culture, Rachida 
Dati. 

And recently, Twenty-year-old Aboubakar Cissé was stabbed 57 times in a 
mosque last April by a young non-Muslim, who was teaching him to pray at the 
latter's request. The murderer filmed himself during his horrific act, insulting 
Allah.  

That same evening, Prime Minister François Bayrou denounced "a heinous 
Islamophobic crime." This was immediately refuted by his Minister of the Interior 
and Religious Affairs, Bruno Retailleau, who dismissed it as a mere "news item." 
For 72 hours, The press suggests that it was a fight between two Muslims... 

To conclure, on the public channel TV5 Monde, Gilles Kepel, a specialist in his 
own way on Islam and the Arab world, proclaims: the term Islamophobia, "is a 
form of moral fraud", which "depreciates anti-racism and anti-Semitism". 


